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and they all do it so very, very well for
us.
Now, some of Ed’s highlights during
his career here: He was able to report
President Obama’s State of the Union
Address in 2015 by sitting here at the
dais.

And listen to this: He served as ‘“‘Mr.
February’” in the 2013 Men of Court
Reporting’’ calendar, which is probably
appropriate, given Ed’s legendary sense
of humor. He has also been known to
do some standup comedy.

Having spent time with my good
friend, Ed, here in Washington, I have
a feeling that he is going to miss a lot
of the aspects that he has been privy to
Capitol Hill, given his appreciation for
our history, politics, policy, the per-
sonalities of this place, and we will cer-
tainly be missing him.

So I want to wish him and his wife,
Liz, and their two dogs, Bucky and
Angus—I mean, what could be more
Wisconsin than that—as they return
home to our home State of Wisconsin
where they will be a little bit closer to
their families.

I want to thank Ed for his service to
this institution, but also to our coun-
try and the distinguished career that
he had here in Washington.

I wish him and Liz all the best as
they return home to Wisconsin where
Tawni and I look forward to continuing
our friendship.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF AUDREY
TUCKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CURBELO of Florida). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Audrey
Tucker of Upper Makefield in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania. A committed
public servant, Audrey, the CEO of the
Family Service Association of Bucks
County, passed away at 73 last week.

Joining Family Service as a social
worker in 1978 and rising to become the
organization’s CEO in 1987, Audrey
served as the face of Family Service for
four decades. Audrey was a visionary
leader credited with growing the orga-
nization into an entity that offered
mental health services, helped the
homeless, offered drug and alcohol
treatment, and helped local families.

Her friends and colleagues of Family
Service said it best: ‘“Family Service
has suffered a huge loss. Audrey was
the heart and face of Family Service
for four decades. But she built a strong
team that will continue to carry out
her vision of a community where any-
one can achieve his or her full poten-
tial.”

Our community will feel Audrey’s
loss tremendously, but it is clear to all
that we are a better community for
having had her in our community, and
her important work will continue.

RECOGNIZING BUCKS COUNTY GIRLSTEM
CONFERENCE

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the Bucks
County GirlSTEM Conference.
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The 2017 conference was attended by
over 800 girls in grades 6 through 10 and
focused on inspiring young women in
our region to pursue careers in science,
technology, engineering, and math.

The 2018 conference, scheduled for
this May, is expected to be even larger.
Attendees learn from professional
women working in STEM fields, includ-
ing agriculture, banking, physics, nurs-
ing, marine biology, real estate, engi-
neering, app design, and more.

And the impact of this program is al-
ready clear in our community. As a re-
sult of attending GirlSTEM 2017, 95
percent of girls said they felt more mo-
tivated to do well in school; 96 percent
felt more engaged in their own learn-
ing; and 93 percent said GirlSTEM
helped them plan ahead, make career
choices, and feel optimistic about their
future.

As our economy continues to evolve,
I commend projects like Bucks County
GirlSTEM Conference for the impor-
tant work they play in educating and
exciting the next generation of female
leaders. These young women are the fu-
ture leaders of our Nation.

————
REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM CUTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
lican tax scam tax cuts really are only
going to benefit giant corporations and
the wealthy few, and what working
people will ever glean from this is
minimal in scope and really is just sort
of a pittance in order to allow people
who have more wealth than they can
possibly even count to just get more.

This tax cut, this massive tax cut,
would wipe away healthcare coverage
for millions of workers, give multi-
national corporations and foreign in-
vestors a giant payday, and it paves
the way for more cruel cuts, cutting
programs that will benefit Americans.

It is a moral abomination. It is
wrong. It is giving more to those who
already have too much and taking from
those who already are struggling to
make ends meet. But, sadly, it is just
another example of how Republicans
and their billionaire buddies are in it
for themselves and not the American
people.

I would like to talk about another
important example, because you have
to look at what is going on in our Su-
preme Court together with these tax
cuts and other programs to understand
how much damage Republican leader-
ship means to the American people.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court heard
a case. It was Janus v. AFSCME.
Janus, as the case is called, is yet an-
other attack on the right to organize
your workplace and negotiate for bet-
ter wages and benefits and safer work-
places.

Over the last several decades, big
companies and their conservative allies
in Congress have attacked the right to
collectively bargain.
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The attacks on workers have led to
stagnating wages for workers and
greater income inequality. This case is
no different. It is being bankrolled by
the usual suspects: the Koch brothers
and their billionaire allies.

Janus will determine whether public
sector unions that represent teachers,
firefighters, police officers, and nurses
in States and cities across this country
can collect fees from all of the employ-
ees in the workplaces that they rep-
resent.

This case is about whether millions
of hardworking public sector workers
will have the freedom and the re-
sources to stand together and fight for
a better future for themselves and
their families. But it is also about the
corrosive power of money in politics. It
is about the millions of dollars wealthy
donors spent to hold a Supreme Court
seat open for over a year; the millions
more that were spent to elect Presi-
dent Trump so that he could fill that
seat with Neil Gorsuch; and the mil-
lions of dollars that the Koch brothers
and the Bradley Foundation, two orga-
nizations devoted to cutting govern-
ment services for Americans and weak-
ening unions, spent to fund the Janus
case.

And today, now that the bought-and-
paid-for court has heard the case that
will deliver a blow—we hope it doesn’t,
but likely it will—to the public service
workers and the unions that represent
them, their investment appears to be
paying off.

Here is the thing: millionaires and
billionaires who fund these antiworker
and antiunion attacks are petrified
about the labor movement. They are
absolutely afraid of it. That is why
they have been working to attack it.

That is because the labor movement
is premised on the simple idea that,
when workers come together, they can
fight for their fair share of the wealth
that they helped to create and because
the labor movement is about equality
and a fair economy that works for ev-
eryone, not just a few.

That is why wealthy donors have
worked to eliminate and cut union rep-
resentation; that is why they engage in
union busting; that is why they funded
the Janus case; and that is why they
continue to keep kicking working peo-
ple in the teeth over and over again.

This Republican tax scam is only
part of the restructuring of American
democracy where we take from work-
ing Americans, give to the wealthiest,
and then try to deprive through the
courts people’s right to organize collec-
tively on their job.

But hardworking Americans are
standing up, hardworking Americans
are banning together, and hardworking
Americans are not going to allow a
prosperous life for themselves and their
families to be taken away so easily.

This Janus case is something that I
urge everybody to look into. It rep-
resents another attack on the Amer-
ican working class, but the American
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working people are standing up strong-
er than ever and will come back
stronger than ever.

———

PORT WIDENING AND DEEPENING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GIANFORTE). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
applaud President Trump on including
$13 million for widening and deepening
the project at the Port of Corpus Chris-
ti in its fiscal year 2019 budget. Wid-
ening and deepening the port is critical
not only to the local economy in Cor-
pus Christi, but to the entire Nation.

While getting the funding in the
President’s budget is a huge victory, it
is still just an early step in a lengthy
process. Congress still needs to approve
and appropriate the funds for this
project over multiple years.

I encourage my colleagues in the
House and Senate to support this ap-
propriation and grow the Port of Cor-
pus Christi and our Nation’s energy
sector.

Corpus Christi is the Nation’s largest
port for energy exports, shipping out
crude oil, petroleum products, and
LNG. Widening the ship channel will
allow for two-way barge traffic, and
deepening it to 54 feet will allow for
larger ships to enter and exit the port,
creating more economic growth and
good jobs for American workers.

This project has been one of my top
priorities since coming to Congress in
2010 and will continue to be a priority
as long as I am here.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in sup-
porting this widening and deepening
project.

CELEBRATING 100TH BIRTHDAY OF JOHN MCCAIN

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 1
suspect we all know Senator JOHN
McCAIN, but we should also know
World War II veteran John McCain
from Wharton, Texas, who just turned
100 years old.

Mr. McCain was born in Texas on
February 15, 1918. When he was just 7
years old, he joined the workforce
going door to door with his Shetland
pony circulating fliers for local busi-
nesses. In the years leading up to
World War II, he traveled to Los Ange-
les to learn to be a diesel mechanic and
then promptly enlisted in the Texas
National Guard, 36th Tank Company,
as a diesel mechanic. On January 16,
1941, he was deployed to Fort Benning.

Following the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, McCain was deployed to
Hawaii. After we defeated the Japanese
Navy at the Battle of Midway,
McCain’s unit was moved to Fort
Chaffee before being deployed to Eu-
rope, where he and his unit swept
through southern Germany and eventu-
ally met the Russian Army in Czecho-
slovakia in 1945.

After the war, McCain worked for a
natural gas pipeline company in Lib-
erty, Texas, for 35 years. After retiring,
he moved back to his hometown of
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Wharton. During his retirement, he has
traveled by RV to all 48 continental
States and nine provinces in Canada.
He has also traveled the world, visiting
42 countries. He often says: When you
are 100 years old, you just go wherever
the wind blows you.

Mr. McCain, thank you for your serv-
ice to our country and to your commu-
nity. I hope you had a great 100th
birthday.

REMEMBERING JOE FULTON

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
am here today to remember the life of
a great constituent and family friend,
Joe Fulton, who passed away recently
at the age of 83.

Joe not only lived in Corpus Christi,
but he helped shape the city’s skylines.
His projects, as a general contractor,
include the Art Museum of South
Texas; Texas State Aquarium; the
Bayfront Omni Hotel; Frost Bank
Tower; the Nueces County Courthouse;
the Hayden Head Terminal at the Cor-
pus Christi International Airport; and
Whataburger Field, home of the Corpus
Christi Hooks, just to name a few. Ful-
ton’s work received national attention,
when, in 1993, the Engineering News-
Record named his company, Fulton
Construction, one of the top contrac-
tors in the United States.

In addition to his work as a con-
tractor, Joe was a member of the Port
of Corpus Christi Commission from 1985
to 1998 and fought for the widening and
deepening of the port. He served as
chairman of the Port of Corpus Christi
Commission from 1991 to 1996. He was
also a board member of the Cullen/
Frost Bank, trustee and chairman of
the Driscoll Foundation, director of
the Texas State Historical Association,
chairman of the Greater Corpus Christi
Business Alliance, and president of the
Corpus Christi Tourist Bureau.

Joe’s impact on our community will
live on for a long time. We will miss
you, Joe.

———

JANUS V. AFSCME AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF UNIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I live in Broward County,
Florida, where the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas mass shooting tragedy took
place nearly 2 weeks ago.

I am here to talk about our teachers
and other public sector employees, but
I want to take a moment to make sure
that people within the sound of my
voice understand what is at stake here.
To hear the messages of these valiant
students, in the memories of their
friends whose lives were lost, their
teachers whose lives were lost, and also
on their own behalf as survivors. Their
message is clear that we need to make
sure that we are preventing weapons of
war from being in the hands of civil-
ians by banning assault-style rifles; by
banning high-capacity magazines; and
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by closing gun show loopholes, and
every other loophole, that exist today
on background checks so that we can
make sure that we take concrete steps
to prevent mass shootings from hap-
pening in this country, anywhere.

If anything else, their message is a
diversion tactic, whether it is more in-
vestment in mental health or arming
teachers. In particular, the idea that
we should put more guns into a school
environment is ludicrous to them.
Their teachers already did everything
they could to protect these children,
and some of them lost their lives. That
is unacceptable and something that we
need to come together to prevent.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend my
colleague, Congressman MAST, for tak-
ing a stand that was extremely dif-
ficult on banning assault weapons. I
know that is not politically popular for
me to do, but he deserves that credit,
so I thank him.

The Janus v. AFSCME case is a case
related to public sector unions. Simply
put, teachers and other employees
would be dealt a serious blow in terms
of their ability to organize, organize on
things like the conditions in a school
and how we can keep them safe, all the
way to wages and benefits.

Today, despite being more productive
than ever, we have Americans who
work longer hours for less money and
fewer benefits. While working people
continue to struggle, we have cor-
porate CEOs, whether they are the
CEOs of gun manufacturers or any
other corporation, who continue to use
their wealth to influence politicians
and rig the economic rules to benefit
the wealthy and the powerful at the ex-
pense of everyone else.

A major part of this effort is a dec-
ades-long attack on unions. Unions in-
crease the bargaining power of workers
by allowing them to negotiate collec-
tively, together, rather than individ-
ually with employers. Imagine how a
single or handful of employees would
do if they were trying to negotiate
with a major corporation for better
benefits and wages on their own. When
workers bargain collectively, employ-
ers have no choice but to work with
them to pay them higher wages and
offer more generous benefits and better
working conditions, like school safety.

Big corporations and their overpaid
CEOs don’t like paying higher wages
and offering generous benefits; so, as a
result, they don’t like unions. The lat-
est battle in the corporate war on
unions happened yesterday at the Su-
preme Court where the Justices heard
the Janus v. AFSCME case.

This goes after public sector unions
to continue the assault on all working
people. It is a blatantly political and
well-funded plot to use the highest
court in the land to further turn the
economic rules against the middle
class.

When teachers, nurses, police offi-
cers, firefighters, and other public serv-
ice workers are free to build strong
unions, they win benefits like better
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